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UTo the Coutteous READER, ( eſpecially this 
Inhabitancs of the Town of weatbersfield, 
and. Laxcafter, in Niew-Enpland; 


i Ods forſaking of [uch 43 he hath been neas togdh 

TJ 4 thing of ſuch weight,and (olemmnity, and bath 
ſuch bitter effes, that it ir «4 weet Subjett, ( eſpe= 
cially in a AR mourning day) for  Minifters 
jo ſprak to, and for People to hear of : that the one 
nay warn of the danger, and the ather avoid the 
juagement, As Gods preſence is the greateſs glory 
{ts 4 People ou this fide Heaven, ſo his ab[tnce irgbe 
rreateſ# miſery on this ſide hell 3 this therefore waſh, 
wieds be a concerning point, t6 ſuch at will tolicers. 
Ythemſclves in their concernments, The enſuing, 
| Sermon will appear a ſalemy word; if duely confedes. 
Yred: the ſubjelt matter is wery ſalemn and weightys 
W( Treating of Gods being with, or forſaking 4 peas. 


Wie, ( 4 day of FAST throughout the Colomies) the 
teverind Author that Compoſed, ava Preached it ; 

"4s one ſolemn and ſerious above many ethert, and 

_ 14t which adds one great circumſtance to its ſolens- 
ty; is, in that it was l: la ake to th 
Z 
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We.) che time When it was delivered was a ſolemn 


To the READER: 


Wark, being but about two dayes before he left it; 
As *t is ſolemn, ſo "tis ſeaſonable, and pertinent. It 
3s 4 time wherein we have givin God juſt cauſe to 
forſake us, a time wherein God is threatning to for: 
ſake us, A time wherein Goa hath in ſome mea- 
fore forſaken ns already, and what can be more ſea- 
ſonable, then ts ſhew the evils that befall a forſaken 
People, - that we may yet be awakened, and yeturn, 
that the Loyd do not forſake us utterly. 

As for the Reverend Author, there needs nw 
thing to be ſaid in his commenaation, he was knows 
among [} the Cunyches in the Wilder neſs, and known 
to be a Workman tvat needed not to be aſhamed. T hat 
his N ame ( which was ſometimes precious amongſt 
thoſe that knew him ) may not be (orgot, and that 
being dead, he may yet ſpeak to a land that have in 
ome meaſure forſaok their God, and are in danger 
of being forſakow, is the” ground: work of the pub- 
lifhi 
menatn eſpecially to the peruſal of the Inhabitants 
of \Laftirafter and Wethersfield : He was a Mas 
well known to you, the one had his Life, and the other 
his death , ana both his loſs, you cannot eaſily for- 
get his name, and 'tis deſired that you may not forge! 


the labour and travel, he hath had amongſt you; tht 


word which he Preached to you was' acceptable 
whilſt be was living, andit is preſumea it will be 
accepted with the like candor now he is dra, In 
deed had it been intended, and fitted by himſelf fat 


the Priſs, you might baveexpetted,ans fonnn it mor 


Ms 


« Ir egrn part of bis laboury. It is com 
' 


w.. DP RRYRD DV 


To the READER; 

large, and poliſhed, but at it 31, it 3s thought ft 
»: t to be loſt, ana may be of great- uſe, and beneſsts 
to open to us the danger of forſaking Goa, to hamble 
us for all our coolings, and acclinings from God, to 
quicken #5 34 ouy return to, and cloſe walking with 
God, and that it may attain this end, is the hearrs 
defere, and prayer of him, who abundantly wiſhes 
thy welfare, and proſperity in Chriff Jeſus. 
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[eremiah 2x. 33. 


And when this People, ar the Prophet, or a Prieſt, 
foal ark thee, (aug, what is the burdew of the 
Lord? thou ſhalt they ſay unto them, what bure 
den ? I will even forſake yon; ſaith the Lord, 


N the Words, there lies before us, ( Firf ) 
A Queſtion, ſuppoled, to be praphnngge> 
whercin therc is two things: 1, 40e. 
Queltioniſts, this People, or a Prophet, ot 

a Prieſt; 2. The Queſtion it ſelf, or the-mitter 

of it, Phat is the burden of the Lord ? (Secondhy,). 

There is an Anſwer, and a ſolemn Anſwer too, 

which is put into his mouth by the Lord, and 

which ke is to. return 8s the Lords Anſwer to.the 

Queſtion? mou ſhalt then ſay unto them, What 

burdex ? I: vill even forſake you, (aith the Lora. 
In which Anſwer there is three things: 
-...7, .An cxpreſiion of Indignation, What | | 

burden ? A4 2-an ' uy. 


(2) 
5: An affertion by way of Anſyer to the que- 
jon, / will forſake you. 
3, AScal of raufication, in the laſt words, 
Saith the Lora. | 
God having before delt with the Paſtors that 
gid deſiroy, and ſcatter the flock, as in the be- 
ginn'ng of the Chapter, yo be to the Paſtors that 
eb ve and ſcatter the Hep of my paſture, & ver.2 
T will viſit upon you tae evil of your doings, ſaith 
the Lora, and alſo with the falſe Prophets, that pro- 
Pr fiea Wars in his Name, as ver. 9, My heart with- 
F. me 1s brohen b:c auſe of the Prophets, K ver. 32. 
Behold I am againſt them, that propheſie falſe 
dreams, fait the Lord, and dottell them, and cauſe 
my prop'c to ery: by their lier, and by their lightneſs: 
which fort of Prop! iets went without their Com- 
 miflion, as ver.21. {have not ſenr theſe Prophets 
72 they ray, | He proceeds from the head Ru- 
I1&s,-to the people that were {:duced by them : 
for by tt:is m:ans their hands were ſtrengthened 
io {i, 10 as that they did not retu:n frotn their 
viicketne's $, 4s wer 14. Jt was a uſual thing for 
the Pre.p..cts of the Lord, to begin their Ser- 
mos (the matter whereof was minatory,Wher c- 
in hf Lir threarned them with juſt jpdge- 
ments) Wh that Phraie, rhe burders f the Lord, 
a5 will egfily appear : if you conſult, 1/as.1 3, T. & 
15.1: 8 2.1. & 30, 6. 
words of the Text, or are ſuppoſed in mockery 
£2 demand, what Burden he had from 'the Lord, , 
for ti, | * For- 


a+ 


Now they do. in the * 


C37 
For the opening of the words, And : or mercover 
becauſe he here enters -upon new matrer : "2bip' 
People, or the prophzne fort of th-m, whom the 
falſe Prophets had {ecuced.to which he joyns the 
Prophet, and the Prieit, in . hic they were altke 
| prophane, as wer. 11. for both Proyhrt and 
Rrieſt are prop hane,yea 1 in my houſe, (ſaith the Lord: 
and w':ten Prephets are prophane there is Wore 
to bz: a pack of them, as fer.5.31. The P. 
prophefies falſly, and the Prieſts bear rule by their 
means, aud my people love to have it (o; (hall ask 
thee ſaying, viz. in aderiding way, not out of 
a holy end, or deſire, what 1s the burden of the 
Lora? or from the Lora ? fo were the Pro 
ſies ſtiled, that contained in them, beg 
Tndgements, and Plagues, 2 Ring. 9.25. as if they 
had ſaid, what haſt thou further miſchief im thy 
Head to Lets 7 ? furthey Woes and 'T hreatuings ts 
pronueunce ? haſt thou nothing fe to propheſiegs tba 
Aliſc hief and Calamity? What is the burden mow ® 
Thou ſhalt then ſay unto them, the Lord kwrwy 
. What they would ſay to him, and tells tim mhar 
he ſhould ſay, by way of reply, hat burden ? 
a retortirg by way of holy indignation; ask ye: 
ind-ed what burden ? and that in a waar O0eri- 
fion? are you of that ſtrain, and ſpirit ? I wilt 
evenforſake you ſaith the Lord + a burden hea- 
vy cnough,and you zre like to feel it to cre long, 
heaveriough to break your Backs, to break 
'Y Church, and your Common wealth, 00008 
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(4) 
kak your haughty Spirits, when this Burden ſha 


Come upon you, inits force and weight, 


DoQ. That the Lord may even for/ahe a Peg- 
ple that have been near tothims, and he bath been neav 
10, 1bough for the Lord thus to de, is as fearful and 
kideons a judgement as can be inflicted on avy 
P copies / 


The Doarine is double, it hath two parts : 

Firft> That the Lord may do thus. 

Secondly, When he doth, it is a very fad and 
heavy burden. It may be proſecuted as two di- 
tinQt pocnts. 

P.i. — 1, God may forſakea People that hath been 
| near to him, and that be hath been near te, This 
may be ſpoken to in this order, 
- 2, Whats meant by Gods forſaking a People. | 
- 2, How way it appear that God may forſake, 
evcn ſuch a People as the point ſpeaks of ? 
+3. Thc Reaſons. 
4. The uſe. 
1. 2. What doth Gods forſaking mean'? what 
3 is idtended thereby ? 2 
| Fol Irmcans Gods with drawing himſelf, as 
he Frophe: Hoſea phraiſes it, Hol. 5. 6. They 
We their Flocks aud their Heras to ſeek 
{ the Lord, bat ſhall not find him, he hath withdrawn 
biw/elf from them. They ſhall (cek him, and, not 
;| find him, and there is a good reaſon, he Ya 
'Y With; 


Gs) 
withdraym himſelf, he is gone, in reſpeft of his 
acious preſence, We muſt here Ciſtinguiſh 
ewizt Gods general preſence, and h's precious 
preſence. In reſpe& of his general prefence,he 
is not far from any one of us, for i» him we love, 
and move, and have our bring, Aft. 17.27,28. We 
have not only our beginning from, but our being 
in him. AS the beam f th its being in the Sun, Of 
this general preſence of God, we read, Pſal. 
139. 7. There isno flying irom it. »hitber ſhall 
1 go from thy Sprrit, or whither ſhall I flie 
from thy preſence? In this ſenſe God is every 
where, 2s it is ver.$, 9. 1f 7 aſcend np into 
Heaven thou art there ; it I make my b:d ew Hill, 
behold then ayt there. / He fills Heaven and Earth, 
and there is no hiding from him, fer.23.24. Cax 
any hide himſelf in ſecret places, that 1 ſhall not ſee 
hin, ? ſaith the Lord do net" 1 fill Heawen and 
Earth? ſaith the Lord, He hath Heaven for 
his Throne, and the Earth fer his Footſteo}, as 
it is, 7fai.66.1, This gencral preſence of God, 
if delievingly apprehended, - and {irongly be- 
licved, might be of great uſe. 


| 


But its net this general preſencetÞat 15h nt \ 
but his eſpecial preſence, his favourable _— 
cious preſence, the removing whereof, is chas © 


 ehat $ intended, by the forſaking that the Texr 
and Pojrit fpeaks of. God is faid 'to fotfake 2 
OPIc Eo waves, | 


-*2,. Asto AﬀeFtion, 
. - bY fo Adttion, 
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(6) 
'#- Asto Aﬀedtion, when he diſcontinues his 
love tothem, when he takes away his: loye from 


. apeople, then he takes his leave of, a people. 


20 mind is not toward this people, [Ccr.15,1. a ve- 
xy heavy Judgement, and ſad removal. Be in- 
x <4 O fernuſalem, leaſt my Soul depart from 
ghee, | 

2. As to Adaion, when God takes away the 
fonsof his preſence. 

I. When he takes aw:y mercitul and graci- 
©UsS Providences, when he carries not towards 
th:m as he was wont to do: but yexes them 
with all manner of adverſity, Dewz. 31.17. 1 will 
forſakethem, and many evils and troubles ſhall befal 
them: when he ceaſes to proted them from e- 
ils, and cnemies, as in times paſt, and provides 
not for them, as he was wont to do, 2.When he 
tikes away his Ordinances, and bereaves a pee- 
ple of the glorious things of his houſe ;, or take 
away hisfpirit from accompanying them, where- 


 Þy the glorv ceaſes, and the ordinances are ren- 


dcrcd in cficual for the ſaving good of © peo- 


ple. / | 

2. How may it appear that God may ferfake 
fuch.a Peoplc ? Fl 
"It may appear by what God hath threatned. 
hat God hath threatned, rofuch as-the point | 
fpeaks of, may be inflicted on thera-: but God 
Bach threatned ſuch judgements to fuck: a. peo 
ple. My anger ſhall be kindled apainft' them, 


(7) 


and will fotſake themi,as near as they are tome; 
and as dear as they have bento to me, Dext 31. 
17. Many ſuch threatnings are found in the Sert 
pture againſt /ſ-4:1, who are ſiiled a people ncac 
unto him, 

In that ſach as have been near to God, and he 
near to them, have coniplained of their being 
forſaken by God. Thou haſt forſaken us, 15 6ne 
of the bitter moans, on record, that the Church 
of God did often make unto him / 

What God hath inflicted on ſuch, may be i n- 
flicted on ſuch again, what God bath dore to 
ſome, he may do to oth:rs, in the ſame ſtate, and 
relation : for he is unchangeable. Thoſe that 
wcre once the on'y peculiar people of God, near 
to God, and had God near to them, yet'what S 
is their condition at this day? A forſaken condi- 


tion, is the condition, of the Off: pring.of Abrs SY 


ham Gods Friend, a ſced whom he had .chofeh, 
and hith been ſo, tor above fixtcen hund fred 
years. God hath bcen angry with ther "and 
forſaken then, as they were foretold long” ago, 
How is it with the Churches of Afa, that were 
#nce famous golden Candlefticks ? that had, E- 
piſfles written to them. Are they not in a for- 
faken condition'? rot the face of a Church ts 
be found amongſt them. / 
" In that they may do that, which may Jeſerve 
a for{aking, therefore they may. do that which 
my att rally procu-e it. They may Co that 
which 


& x 20 
which may deſerve a forſaking,they my throvgli 
the corruption andunbelief of their hearts for- 

- fake God, and God may injuſt judgement. reta- 
liate, and thereupon forſake them, This is ſpo- 
Kento in the forequoted place, Dert. 3 1. 16, 17. 
They will forſake -me, and breach my Covenant 
which 1 have made with them : then my anger fall 
be kinaled againſt them in that day, and 1 will for- 
fake they, ana bide my face fram them. SO again, 
2 Chron. 15.2. But if you for(ake him be Will for - 
ſake you , tne firſt is ſuppoſed, if. you forſake himy 
the latter is impoſed, he will forſabe you: / | 

But why doth the Lord forſake ſuch 
a Peuple? The Reaſons: 

1- To ſhew that he hath no need of any, he 
hath forſaken many,and may forſake many more, 
te ſhew that he hath no need of any. God 
_ would haveall the world to take notice, ( that 


- *” though all men have necd of him, yet) he hath 


no necd of any man, 

3. Toreſtific kis SarQity, and ſeverity againſt 
ſin, He yill not ſpare them, that have been neat 
him, if they will not ſpare their {ts for him, He 
isa holy God, and if they will have their fins, 
and their lufts, and their wayes, and their [orers,; 
he will vindicate his holineſs, by mflifting this 
judgement on tiiem. 


3. Tobea warning to all that enjoy his gta- 


cious preſence. That they fee that they make 
much of it, and that they take heed that mw 
| #) 
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do not ſm againſt him, and forfake him; and pre> 
yoke him ts forſake them alfo. / 


Caut, -The point is to be underſtood of a peo=» 


ple that are viſibly and externally near and dear 
ro him, and theſe-may be totally and finally for- 
ſaken of God : and yet here it muſt be noted, 
that God may exerciſe a deal of patience, and 
forbearance toward ſuch as he is about to forſike, 
he did {o with the old world, he did ſo with the 
#(raclites of old, he did fo with the ſeven Chur- 
ches of Aſia: he is not wont ſuddenly, and at 
once to forlake a people, thathave been ncar andl 
dear'tohim ; buthe is wont to give them warn- 
mg, and in patience to bear a while with their 
frowardneſs, and wait to ſee if there be any re- 
tarning to/him, before he doth inflit this heavy 
and/ſharp judgement. / F; 
I OU/e Irferves to admonith us, not to begr.out 
{clves too high, upon the account ofpriviledges- 
It is:a great priviledpe to have the Lord near us, 
ard to be near unto him: and ſome lean. upon 
this though they abide in their ſin, Xficah 3. 10, 
Ii, They build np Sion with blood, and Fexuſalcus 
with iniquity, yet will they lean upon the Lord,: and 
ſay, is not the Lord amongſt ns? But if our dce- 


portment be not according to our priviledges,' 


& we do not carry it thereafter, by becoming 
an humble, fruitful, and holy people , the Lord 
will bring forth this heavy burden againſt us, we 
thall be rejeecd, and forlaken ofthe Lord,what- 
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(70) 
ever our external priviledges be; 


But the fecond part of the Dodrine : 5 or the 
ſecond Doarine may be now ſpoken to, vize 


That it is the beavieſt burden, or the foreſ of 
Falgements for the Lord to for, abe a people. 
' Theremay be two things ſpoken to in the ma- 


' Hagement of this | roth. 1, Arguments to e- 
vidence if. 2. The Uſes of it. 


1. If God bath threatned it as. a: very ſore 
judgement, then ſurc it is fo. . Now: when God 
hath b-en angry with a people, he hath maniteſt- 
edthe ſathc by menacing.them with. his forſaking 
them: when he hath been deſigned to do them a 
deep diſpleaſure, upon the account of ſome high 
Provocatiori he is won: to threaten.them, not by 
taking away this, or that outward comfort from 
them . but by taking away himſelf from them. 


And that is a woe ind ced, 2 woe with a witnels; - 
Hoſ.9.12. Yea, woe allo to them, when 1 depart ; 


from them : this is the wofulleſt day that ſuch-a 
people are wont to meet with. / 

2.' Gods forſaking a People is a lore jud ge. 
ment, in that ic expoſes them to all judgements, 
Sin is a great cvil 1n that it. expoſes to all evil,this 
isa great evil of puniſhment, in that-it expoſes 
to all pu! iſhments.. 1f God be gone, our guard 
1s gone, ani we are asa City, in the midſt of 'E- 


nemies, whoſe walls are broken down: Our: 


Iircngth to make reliſtance, that's Gone, for God 
iS 
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lignant enemies; When the Loxd had torſaken 


tion became deſolate, . There is no ProteQion. 
to a People, whom the Lord fer{akes; but they. 

, are perplexed on every fide. ' Ts 
3 . Becavſc the evils that are on ſuch, whom, 
God hath forſiken, they are only evils. The 
Prophet Ezeckic/! ſometime bach the expreſſion, 
Exteh.7.5. Thus ſaith the Lord Godzan evil,an only. 
evil behold is come. This is ſuch an-evil, ap only 
evil-to a people. Ancyil whilt God is preſent, 
may have much good in it, the Lard may ſan&i- 
fic it for abundance of bleſling : .there is hopes 
of .this whilſt the Lord continues amongſt them 
Þut if be be gone, it is an only, evil, and:the evils 
rhat come upon them are ſuch, they have ne- 
RASAN Dita... i 1: .: 
, - 4+ Becauſe no creature can then afford. any 
help; for what can, creatures da when God.is 
eparted,be makes the creatures wſeful and kelp. 
ful, but without him they can de us no ood, 
Rand us in no ſtead : they may ſay to thee as.the 
King ef 1/racl, faid to the Woman, that cricd 
Help © King, Ale anfwered, If the Lord dont 


b 
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& «ur rengthy as a carcale without life, 25 2 | 
Pre y,.£6 beatts of prey ; ſoare a people forla-. 
ken of their Ged, to all their devouring enemi. s, 
and to infernal, and curſed {pirits : they are ex- 
poſed to miſchief, and.the malice of all cheir ma-. 


Fernuſalem, the Romans quickly mavle a prey of its. 
when'they were deſtitute of God, their &.bita-' 


——— = 


( 12 ) ; 
help, whence ſhall 7 help thee ? alll creatures may! % 
| Cayif God be departed, we cavnot help: Nay the 
very Devil cannot help if God be gone : when 
God departed from Sax!, he ſought help' from 
the Devil, 1 Sam. 28.15. Wherefore (Caith the 
Devil ) a:keft thou of me ? ſtring the Lord is at> 
parted from thee, ] 
5+ It appears to be a ſore judgement, by the an 
Suilh and diſtreſs, that ſuch have been in, that 
Have been ſenſible that God hath forſaken them. i 
Sin hath flown in the face of ſuch, and terified 
them : Oh the bleſſed God is gone, and if he is 
Bone: mercy is gone ;, and Oh for ſuch and ſuch 
s, that lie upon me ! what fhall I de? whatai 


wa. &4. A - 2M PS Y 6 > ud -- 


moan have Saints themſelves made in ſuch « cafe? 
es David, Plal, 22.1,2. ty God, my God, why 


i. haſt thou forſaken me? why art thou ſo far from 
"PHY belping me? and from the words of my roaring ? 
"3 Ohmy God, [cry inthe day time, but thou hearefs 
*0t, andin the nip ht (teaſer, and am not filent. Oh 
how Sax/roared out his diſtreſs ! and that en 
this account eſpecially, that God was departed 
from,him, not ſp much that the Phil; ines were 
up6n him, had not God been gone,he coyldhaveſ 
dealt well enough with them; but here was''the 
miſery, and the fting of the miſery, God way 4c: i 
partea from him.) DC 

6- It isa ſore puniſhment, in that it 15 8 ſh 
partr'of the puniſhment of Hell, The ellentr 
parts of thar puniſhment, is pain of{oſs,and ſenſe 
| ang 
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; ind the former ſome reckon the, greater. 
Y Oe 1. How fooliſh are finncrs thar dp ave! 
bid Go1 dep. 'rc from them 2. as ve r:@1, P06: 
14. T herefore they [ay unto God, atpert from us, 
| |: we. deffre not the kmowleage of thy; ways. But: 
| 9 they know what they. ſay ?' OF finners is this: 
| wiſh? if 1 - be {rag ed it will prove” your: 
for ever.. ly Gos preſ ficeis now 
Jo trouble ; Wy you his abſence-w ule 
| be your torment. ,/ 2. 
.. 2. Se here what aNerit ith to forkaks Got; 
is it aj j1gemenr of ju'\gements. to be $i: yo 
bf & E? ſurely then it ts the ſin of fins to' fe 
| fake him © the Awe punithment {51h ate 
| by Godi-a:d the evil o* f'is. in leaving Gods 
| d7.966 forlike God, whois our only: TE God 
who made us, and p*:Meft us from, out beginning] 
God th: thath b.en the guid of our Youth;- this Ke 
| hath been good to us, aid fed us all onr "day es? * 
 Fer.2. 19. Know therefore ani((e, that Iv an oft Ks 
this qd. bittey, that thou haſt forſ + ben' the Evid 
thy w_ And there 18 an aggravation of it; #e#+ 
17» FT hou haſt forſakevs the Lord thy Gor, when he 
| Utd thre by the way. AS a guid to dir*@ thee;as 2 
| ſtafſeto Y5por:t thee, as a convoy to Suardthees 
| as a Fithe: to provide for thee, that tou haſt 
wanted nothing : well may-it be (aid; hiw evil 
| 414 bitter 4 thing is it, that thou haſt forizterrthe 
"Bib Headds in the 31. verſe, On Flntr ation ! 
Werder of what ? of witat you will; God 
5 2- 7 TO leaves 
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feaves a Face that you may write, what ye 
pleale, generation ot 'Vipers, or Monſters, or 
any thing ratberchen Generation'of Gods pes: 
ple. See ye th- word of the Lord. bchold 
your facg.in.thar Glafs. Sg your cauſleſs ape- 
falies, have I been a wildernefs unto iſrael? 
Have you wanted any thing, Oh ye degenerating 
crooked, and wilful generation ? God may. ſay 
to ſuch ſinrers, as Pharach to Hadad, .when he 
would be goae, 1 King. 11, 22. But what baſt 
hou lackea with me, that thou ſcek-ſt_.to be; gone? 
what hait thou lacked finner, that thou ſeekeſt-to 
be gone from the Lord ? The finner muſt. anſwer 
with him, nothing howbeit lec me go in any wile, 
He came to h.m in his diftreſs, and when his turn 
was anſwered, away he packs. They forlake 


z - becauſe they will lorſake. / 


3+» Wonder not that Gods Saints have been 


- 


© ſo olicitous wit? him, not to forſake them. Thus 


David, Pſal:1is 8. Oh forſake me not utterly, He 
might well be folicitous in this matter, for he un- 
derſRtood what it was to be forſaken of the Lord. 
They preſs hard with the Lord whatever he doth 


he would not leave them, nor forſake them, fer. 


14.9. Leave us not. And no wonder, there arc 
fuch £15ans, when the Lord may have ſeemed, tg 
have forſaken them-. / | 
\. 4+ If Gods foriaking be ſo ſore a. judgement, 
i: ſhould make us more cautelovs,and wary leaf 
we pull down this judgement on our heads. Men 


ſhould 


C183 


ſhould be afraid of this heavieſt of judgements» 


more .ken the Child of whipping. 

5. Let Gods dear ones take heed of conclu- 
ding againſt themſelves, that they are under this 
Jadgem:nt. They are readieſt to couclude a- 
gainſt themſelves, and yer really in the leaſt Jan- 
ger. [hus we pead, 1/4. 49. 14, But Zion ſaid, 
, Ithe Lord hath forſaken me,and my Lord hath for got- 
ten me, But why ſaid Zion ſo? i: was from diffi- 
dence: asSainrs do fot forfſake God ns cthers 
do, Pſal 18.21. I have not wickedly atparted from 
77) Goa : fo God will not forſake them as he for- 
ſakes others not utrerly forfake then: His fore 
ſaki"g of his is but tempo: ary, and partial. 

 Buth-rea queitiun may be moved. what is the. 
difte-ence betwixt a finner foriak n_ and a Saint 
for{:ken ? fo the Lori doth not for ſake both a- 


like. 1. When God forfakes his own, yet they - 


cr aſter him, he wit1draws himſelf from th: 
{:met:mes, yet ſo as that he draws their hearts 
aitt:r him as a muih-r my hide away from her 
Child,.hat it may teek and cry the mor earneſtly 
afrer ver. 2 They retain g00d thoughts of 
him in tis withdrawment, or ablence, As tie 
Spauic 11the Cantic'es, the calls him her bcloved 
till. As the fanhful wife: ſhe retains good 
thovgh's of her hus band, and keeps np iter re- 
ſp:&.though he be gone from home. bur the wic- 
ked wien the Lord forſakes ith: m, harhour hard 
thouzhts of him. Is this to ſerve the Lord, and walk m' 
his wayes? what good have 1 got by all / bave <don- ? 
| fee, howhe hath feryed me. ;/ 
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- 3. They will ſeck him, till he return again} 
when.t:< Lor4 torfikes o/hers,the-'viill fees wir 
F.NLICS; LO MAKE UP.t.c wa: t of Gods pr: ſence 
T'oc Acuitrefs in-ver Hu:ban'is'able ice, will eek! 
afier otherl-vers. - | The:ry: Saini wll be {atis- 
fied innuifhing elſe bur, the Lord 'ifl} he Te urn; 
Moreorer there 15 a Giffe. ence in Gods for{.:xing 
the ff ner and we Sant, 'when he forſakes' rhe 
Wicke. tev >relctcin da knels's but when he 
wi:hd: aw: from his own he leaves ſom: lig it, 
whereby the;.tee whica way he.is gone, he leaves 
L 


ſome glmmzring l:ght, by wh.ch they may -fol- 
Lw aitec. bm, and hind him.” + Te 
 :. And again, when he leaves his own, yet Fs 
bowels are::owa: «s them, fer.3 i.:0 * Ay bows 
ts are rroublea for him, { w'ill ſurely have mercy 
& * pon buy, ſaith the Lova. + He hath an'eve to- 
wards them for much gocd,in his torſaking them, 
- Uſe. 2. : Of E xhortatton; ' 1. Tothenkful- 
neſs ro Gor, 'or that he hath not yet forſake 1'us. 
Whatever he hath ſtript us eff, he hath 'rot yet 
fiript us off him(:1t, Fe ha:@ net as vet forſa:.en 
us.. \ He might h+ve done it, and have done us 

no wrong 3 bu he h-thnar yet dorye it. {| © 
+. 2,” i©d0 or utmoſt that he may not ferſake 
us. "Ani. here the: ce may be aadeu Motives.and 


Means. 'y _ | | LINEN 
..1, Conſider Gods lothneſs to forſak+ us. This 
is a thing tha nei: not deſirous of, 'he doth nog 
willingly aff:&t us w:ih thsf{ rt of Aﬀ i@tion. of ' 


grie:c us wich this grievous ftroak, God hath 


« 17 

ſhewed himſelf leth to depart from thoſe that 
have departed from him; but have warned them 

of . his dilpleafure,that they might ſtay him, It 
goes near Gods heart to forſake a Peaple that 
have been near to him. Methinks I hear him 
faying thus, How faal / give thee up, Oh News 
England | thence ſpeaking to warn us, of, our 


_ forſakings of him, and go be, inftrued, why ? 


teaft his Spirit depart from us, Zer.-6..8, Be thou 
inflrnibea oh leruſalem, leaſt my Sonl depart froms 
thee, leaſt 1 make thee deſcelatey a land nct inhabited. 


You may calily ſlay him, the mater is not fo far 


gone, but you-might yer ſtay him”, were we but +. 
as loth he ſhould forſake us, as he is to forſake 
us, he would neser leave us. His, gradual mo- 
trons from a people argue his lothneſs, and 80- 
willingneſs to leave them, / 

2, Conſider what the Lord is to vs, or what 
relation heftands in to us, while he is with us. 


He is our friend, we have found him to be ſo,angd » 


aſpecial friend-too : men in the World are not. 
willing to forego a Friend, a good Friend : he is 
as faithful, skiltul, powertul, and tender: heart- 
ed aFriend as ever a people had, he ſtuck by us 
when alſo we had been in a woe caſe ,Pſal. oy 
af it bad nor been the Lord, who was on our fide © 
way Ir acl new ſay. And had not the Lord beer 
on-our fide, may New- England now ſay, He is 
a Father, and a tender-hearted F ather, I/ai. 63. 
16, Doubtliſs thou art our F ather, Can children 
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OP C13) | 
be yilling their Father ſhonld leave them? - heis 
2 Hasband, I{ai.5 4 5. For thy Maker £5 thy Haft 


' $ax4,a loving, careful, tender husband too; can 


the Wiſe be willing to part with her Husband ? 
if the Lord forfake us,we are bereft of our friend, 
feft friendleſs, be is all friends ini one,nene can be 


our friend, if he be not, / Tfhe leave us, we fhall 
be as Orphans, for he i#retated as a Father, and 


how fad is the ftate of poor Orphans: and we 
ſhall be jn a ftate' of Widow-hood, a very ſoli- 
tary, and forrowful ſlate. He is our guide, and 
our pilot ; what will become ofthe blind if their 
£nid leaye them ? and what will become of the 
S1'p if the Pilot defert it? thus the Lordis to 
his, and well may he ſay, as 45c. 6.3. Oh my Pee- 


ple what have I done? or wherein have I wearied 


thee, or given thee any cauſe to be weary of Me / 

3. Conſider there'are ſhrewd ſigns of Gods 
intent to leave us, unleſs ſomewhat be done+ If 
You enquire what ? 1 Anſwer : | 


-..t, Thefins for which God hath forfaken o- ' 


thers are rife amongſt us, The-fins for which 


God forſcok the Jews, are our ſins. 
© 1, Hovrid Pride, Hoſ.5.5: The Pride of Jſy acl 
t » "doth teftifie ro his face, Pridein Parts, and pride 
'of' Hearts, pride'n Apparel, ard Veſtures, and 
in Geſtures, and'in Looks, how lefty are their 


eycs !. New-England is taken notice of abroad, 
for as proud a People, of a proteſſing people, 


as the Wortd zffords, 


— 
- * 


C19) 
Whes a People are humble' the Lord 
wich them, If our immunities, which 
mercics, puffe us up, God will crap:y us : he will 
blaſt that to us that we are proud of. / © 


2. Deep and high Ingratitude, Do you had 
requite the Lord ? Dext. 32.6. SO the Prophet 
Haſea taxes them, Hoſ.2,8. God gave her Corn, 
aud Wine, an1 'Oyl, folwer and Gold, but fhe cole 
med themon Baal, Wehave been bleſt but? hath 
Ged had the glory of our bleſſings. | 


$. Oppreſſ on. Amos 4. 7 chat ſwallow 
the needy, Theſe Jews were like the Fiſhes, the 
greater did devour the leſs: Some are like wild 
Bcaſts, like Wolyes that tear off rhe fleece, and 
eat the fleſh of the Flocks. There is more ju- 
ſtice to be found in hell, then amongſt ſome. men 
on carth : for there is no innocent perſon « op: 

| prelled there, / 


4+ Weaviniſs of Gois Ordinances. Amos8/y;- 
When will the Sabbath be done? They that are 
weary of the ſervice of God, and the Ordinand 
ccs of Got, they are weary of God. God'igs 
deed hath fed us to the full, as to Ordinances > 
and we are gutted, ard furf cit6@, and have loſt 
pur eſteem, 


My (2) 
[mehs Commodities baze butt a little ptice 
Face, they will remove the market ! if Go- 
the} Qrdinances are but a cheap commodity, 


God will tet out his Vineyard to another People. 
If dur mcrcits become our burdens, God will 
. $.. Covfenapge.m mens dealings, making the 
Epdbah-ſmall, and the Shekel —_ ſelling A re- 
*f Wheat, Amos8. 5, 6. They pick ont the” 
bef* 7 AIP for themſelves, and the veſuſe x5 to ſell. 
6. 1dolatry, which is Spiritual Adultery, and 
there nothing of this ? chuſing 6f new Gods., 
- _ 9. Incotrigiblenefs, or oppoſition of a ſpirit 
of xeformation. When God calls to a People 
to return, by repentance, but they will go on 
yl in their fin : God calls to them by his judp- 
meats, and by his Rod ; but they will not hear, 
as *cis Zer. 5.3, Tov baft firicken them, but they 
bave mot grieved , thou haſt conſumed then, but 
they have refuſed to receive Correftion : they have 
mate their faces harder than a Rock, they bave re- 
fafed toreturn. When it is thus with = People, 
God will pluck up and be gore 5 fo Ter.7.13414 
Breanſ/e they wonld net hear, and world not anſwer 
the call of God, 1 will do to this honſe, as I; did to 


Shiloby why > what 6id the Lord do to Shiloh-? | 


ver. 12. Go to Shileh, and ſee what 1 aid.to it, for 
the wicheaneſs of my People Iſrael. Go, and view 
4, and you will fee what he did, he left tokens of 


have loft therr pricc,and men are weary of them; | 


his } 
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| fiis wrath*opon them, and forſook them: ' 


- 


th 3: A:'ether fign of kis intent. to for{iake vs. = 


in "bt he is dcalin,, with us as he is wont to'd al 

ith them chat he is about tororfake. He rakes 
b cad thoſe that *r-- moſtly with him. He will 
take away his .A-/c3?s, thote that ftand in the 
Gap, and 'bi:-ds his ha: ds. with their Prayers, 
when he is ccfign'< to pout out wrath uponi @ 
People: be will remove be lights, when be-is 
ab':ut to darken a /and, WE. men ſend. away 
their Plate. and Jewels, and c "ice things ; itin- 
tim.tes their int n in of removal | 
\ + 3, Another ſign is' our Luke-warmneſs, a 
Indifferency in Religiun : a uſual torerunner of 
its cem- val. ' When a P:ople care not for Gods 
and the things of God, he hath leſt them in fog 
meaſure, aiready : 3n4 if thai Spirit abide he 
will nut tarry long with them, / © 


ble your felves, for all your departures from 
Go/','your torſak:ngs of him; humble your 
, ſelves for them, cont. fling with bitterneſs your 
evil therein.' b:moaning your ſclies before the 


hear his People, from Dan to Beerſacbe bemoan- 
ing themſelves, Zphrain like, then the Lord wall 
hear, and haye mercy, and not leave us, for his 
Names ſake; ; 

_ 2. Judge your ſelyes worthy to be forſaken, 


Lord upon the «ccount thereof. May theLord- 
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your fs\ves worthy te be forfaken, God will not, 
Ja or wor:hy to be forſaken, 1'Cor. 11,31. 
| + Pr-y t.c Lord not to forſake you, the. 
Lord is neriaics' Rail wth Prayers: Prayers 
have prevailed with Lis Majcfty often, and may | 
do again. 
Forſxke vour fins, whereby you have for« | 
faken him. Nothing leſs thea this will prevent | 
this miſchief, coming upon us. If there be any, 
Ether Son or Daughter that will not: leave their 


kastor God, God will leave ſuch, 


Exthra. In the Prefac 
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